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The National Timber Industry Policy has targeted the ex-
ports of timber and timber products to reach RM53 billion
by the year 2020.

Malaysia is very serious about meeting this target, and to
achieve it, the government is taking steps to address the
issues and challenges faced by the Malaysian Timber

Industry at the moment.

Of the 53 billion timber and timber product export figure,
60% is targeted to represent value added products, and

export growth has been set at 6.4% annually.

Among the major issues challenging the industry at the
moment are ensuring increasing raw

material supply volumes both through importation and that
sufficient timber concessions are allocated to the

industry; a sufficient supply of skilled workers are avail-
able to the industry;

developing strategies to address the appreciation of the
Ringgit against the US$; and providing tax breaks or subsi-
dies to cushion the effect of high freight costs especially

to western

destinations.

NATIP is the blueprint for the systematic long term growth

of the Malaysian Timber Industry for the period 2010 - 2020.

It features 7 main thrusts covering industry structure,
supply of raw

material, innovation and technology, marketing and
promotion, human development, funding and incentives, and

Bumiputera participation.

For those of us who trade in Malaysian timber products,
these initiatives are very encouraging , and we will
continue to keep you updated with on - going developments as

they happen.

In the previous newslet-
ter we suggested using
this free system and we
are pleased to say that a
few of you have done so.
However many more have
not yet appeared on our
screens, SO once again we
urge you to give it a try
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Ware pleased to report in this issue of our regular
newsletter, that the Timber Industry in Malaysia and the UK

are working very positively at the moment. We have included

an article from the monthly MTCC (Malaysian Timber Council)
magazine Timber Malaysia updating the acceptance by CPET of
the Malaysian Timber Certification system.

We have also included an update on the Wood For Good
Campaign being run by the Timber Trade Federation which is
designed to raise awareness in the UK of the benefits of

Timber as a building material, which will help us all within

the industry.

In addition, we are pleased to bring you up to date with how
the Malaysian government is addressing the issues and chal-
lenges faced by the Malaysian Timber and furniture indus-
tries, and what it plans to do to ensure continued sustaina-

ble growth throughout the next decade, thereby giving us all

a good supply of product to rely on in the future.

Finally, we are pleased to report that our girls Marisa Tan-
ner and Beth Hannah successfully completed the Brighton
Marathon on a blazingly hot day, and have raised
substantial sums for their
chosen charities. Congratu-
lations to them both for a
tremendous effort and great
commitment.

Marathon
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To provide the greatest technical rigor and independence, the
assessment of schemes was, as in 2008, undertaken by an inde-
pendent technical panel using the March 2008 version of Catego-
ry A Review Methodology.

This methodology focuses on the scheme requirements as set out
in publicly available documentation, but does not include in-
vestigation of outcomes on the ground.

The Forestry Stewardship Council (FSC) and Programme for
Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) have both been
given a clean bill of health in a review by the UK
governmentés Central Point of Expertise on Ti mbe
procurement (CPET). The results of the 2010 review
conclude that both FSC and PEFC continue to deliver
evidence of sustainability in compliance with the UK
governmentds timber procurement policy.

Both the FSC and PEFC schemes have made improvements since the
last assessment in 2008, passing the new social criteria and
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demonstrated by certification under either the FSC or PEFC schemes and P

the schemes are very important for the implementation of the policy. As recommended by the CPET Reference Board, the UK government

has asked CPET to supplement the desk reviews with some field
visits to assess the compliance on the ground. CPET will con-
duct observer visits to both FSC and PEFC in 2011 to verify the
accreditation activities. Through these visits followed by a

chain of custody and forest management accreditation, it is
envisaged that CPET will gain a better understanding of the

The UK Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)is
responsible for the development and implementation of the UK government
timber procurement policy which requires all timber purchased by central
government departments to come from legal and sustaina-

ble sources, Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and

Trade (FLEGT) licensed or equivalent sources.

schemes6 operations and i mplementation,
better placed to further contribute to the development of the
schemes.

CPET was set up by Defra in 2004 to provide practical

support and assistance in implementing the policy. This

includes assessing timber certification schemes most widely adopted in

the UK market to establish evidence of legality and sustainability. CPET
undertook an initial assessment of five forest certification schemes in

2004, and carried out a further review in 2006 and 2008. The 2010 review
covered a full review of the FSC and PEFC Schemes and did not, as in pre-
vious reviews, include a full review of other schemes as they are now en-
dorsed by PEFC.

CPET clarified that MTCS is accepted as ensuring legality and
sustainability in compliance with the UK
procurement policy through PEFC dcertified timber.

This 2010 review was undertaken against the April 2010 version of
Criteria for Evaluating Certification Schemes. These set out the
definition of legal and sustainable currently used by the UK government
for procurement which includes technical, environmental and, as of April
2010, also social requirements.
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